







Dear Friend,
In the four minutes it takes you to read this letter, almost
100 girls under the age of 18 will be forced into a
marriage.
We know the data. Globally, nearly 650 million girls and
women alive today were married as children, and
COVID-19 and school closures have put an additional 10
million girls at risk of becoming child brides before the
end of the decade. No matter how many ways we look at
the data, one fact remains: a key way to keep girls out of
early and forced marriages is to keep them in school.
Every year that a girl remains in secondary school her chances of not entering an early or
forced marriage drops by six percent.
In July of this year, Girls Not Brides released a thematic brief, Girls Education and
Child Marriage that explains the very delicate relationship between the two. The report
states: The relationship between child marriage and girls’ education works both ways.
Decisions around them are complex and influenced by a variety of factors. For example, a
girl may drop out of school for an unrelated reason and then find marriage is the only
option open to her; or the decision for her to get married may force her to drop out of
school.
There is no easy solution to this problem, and we know it will take long-term, concerted
efforts to end this harmful practice. Through our support of the Global Programme to End
Child Marriage and actions at the national, state and local levels, we are making a
difference. Please read on to learn how our support for the Programme is already
changing minds and lives.
Our Zonta Says NO campaign is another great opportunity to raise awareness of the issue
of child marriage. I am looking forward to seeing how you are saying NO to violence
against women and girls this November. Follow our social media channels and bookmark
ZontaSaysNO.com to see the actions that our clubs are taking for the 16 Days of
Activism. Be proud of your work and the strength you bring to empower our fellow women
and girls.
It has been about four minutes. What are you going to do for the next 100 girls?
Warm regards,

Sharon Langenbeck, Ph.D.
President

To read translated text of this email, please click here.



Zonta International receives award for work to end
child marriage

Read more

Zonta International was awarded the 2021
Power of A Summit Award, ASAE's highest
honor for the association community, for our
work in child marriage. Allison Summers (left),
Zonta International executive director, and
Megan Radavich, Zonta International assistant
executive director, programs & advocacy
accepted the award on behalf of the Zonta
International Board and members around the
world in Washington D.C. on 30 September.

Global Programme Annual Report: Accelerating gender
equality by eliminating child marriage in a pandemic
Building on achievements since its inception in 2016, the Global Programme to End Child
Marriage launched its second phase in 2020, with an emphasis on gender-transformative
and human rights-based programming, strengthened global partnerships and an ambitious
learning agenda.
With the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, the programme pivoted towards digital and
other innovative solutions which ensured that the Global Programme could continue to
deliver on its targets. Below are some of the highlights from 2020:
More than 4 million girls participated in empowerment programmes.
More than 160,000 girls enrolled – and were helped to stay – in school.
More than 6 million boys and men engaged in dialogues on harmful gender norms.
More than 1,100 service delivery points improved quality of health and protection
services for girls.
Click here to read their Annual Report.

Zonta has supported the Global Programme to End Child Marriage since 2018 and is the
first and only private sector and women-led funder of the Programme. Continue your
support of our international service projects by clicking the button below.

Local Actions to end child marriage
Clubs and members have made great strides to further our impact on ending child
marriage through service and advocacy on the local level. Read the stories below that
showcase their fantastic work.

Zonta Club of Newport Harbor advocates to end child
marriage through bus and billboard ads
In support of Zonta’s partnership with UNICEF USA to end child
marriage in the United States, the Zonta Club of Newport Harbor,
USA, took action by advocating through bus and billboard ads.
Starting in October 2020, the club placed posters on 100 local public transit buses. In
March 2021, the club placed posters on 150 additional buses and purchased a digital
billboard. The billboard was located on one of the busiest freeways in the area and was
seen by at least 1 million people.

Zonta Club of Cebu II launches virtual Walk for Women
From 25 November to 12 December, the Zonta Club of Cebu II,
Philippines, will host a walkathon to celebrate women, and promote
gender equality and dignity and increase awareness that women's
rights are human rights. It also aims to unite as many people as
possible through a common goal while creating a safe space for
women. The virtual walk will have participants walk any or all five
distances, each corresponding to a specific cause:
3 KM, Say NO to Teenage Pregnancy.
5 KM, End Child Marriage.
10 KM, Break the Chain of Inequality and Abuse.
15 KM, Stand Up Against Trafficking of Women and
Children.
21 KM, Say NO to Violence Against Women.

Zonta Convention
Registration Now Open
Join us in Hamburg in June 2022 as we
gather to celebrate fellowship, service and
empowerment! Registration is now open
for in-person and virtual attendees.
Click here to find out more.

Zonta Says NO
For the last 10 years, Zontians have stood
together to say NO to Violence Against Women.
As we enter the 11 th year of our campaign, you
are invited again to renew your commitment
to creating a world where no woman lives in fear of violence.
A toolkit has been prepared with ideas on what you can do within your community to
take a stand against violence.

CELEBRATE

WATCH

FOLLOW

Congratulations to the
Zonta Club of Cheyenne,
USA, District 12, and the
Zonta Club of Frankfort,
USA, District 6, both of which

Watch this recording of
Helen Clark, the first female
Prime Minister of New
Zealand. And register
today to hear from V.

To follow along with
groundbreaking
accomplishments for women
around the world, follow our
Firsts for Women

celebrated their 65th
anniversary this month! To
see which other clubs
celebrate a milestone
anniversary in October,
please visit Zonta News.

Renée Cutting, our next
remarkable woman with a
powerful story, on 18
November.

Instagram account!

www.zonta.org
Keep your network informed on how Zonta International is putting
our mission to work by sharing this message to your social feeds.







